
I n a precedent-setting movement in late 2002, local 
north-end clergy of many Christian denominations 

came together at the invitation of business owners, 
Kurt and Craig Campbell. The purpose was to build 
relationships, pray and investigate community needs. 
The group developed a plan to help their neighbors in 
need by bringing church congregations, community 
members and businesses together into the helping 
services arena. Today, this group is comprised of 
dedicated individuals from a variety of backgrounds 
who share the vision of helping those less fortunate. 
     The original vision was for a Christian Commu-
nity Center called Jacob’s Well. The group then fo-
cused on the need for supportive, transitional housing 
for homeless mothers and their children. They identi-
fied Vision House, well established in Renton, as an 
appropriate model of Christian transitional housing.  
 

Vision House 

V ision House, a non-
profit organization, 

provides transitional hous-
ing and support services to 
homeless mothers and their 
children and separately to 
men recovering from drug 
or alcohol addiction. Since 
1990, Vision House has 
served more than 500 people in rebuilding their lives 
to become self-sufficient, productive members of the 
community.  
     Following the command in the book of James to 
meet the physical needs of the less fortunate, Vision 
House helps individuals break cycles of poverty, do-
mestic violence and addiction, with the goal of meet-
ing their spiritual needs as well.  

Churches and Businesses Unite to Build Supportive Housing in Shoreline 
for Homeless Mothers and their Children 

Vision House Jacob’s Well 

L ocal churches, businesses 
and Vision House plan to 

build a complex to provide a 
structured, safe environment to 
support homeless mothers and 
their children for up to two 
years as they develop job skills, 
living skills, and if needed, 
continue their recovery from 
chemical dependency and 
abuse. The facility will include 
20 transitional housing units, a 
child care center for 60 children and the 6,300 square foot 
Jacob’s Well Service Center. 
    The service center will support Vision House families in 
developing job skills, living skills, and ongoing recovery 
from domestic violence and chemical dependency. The cen-
ter will include counseling offices, a computer lab, and an 
open common area for events, community meals and chil-
dren’s programs such as tutoring clubs, peer groups, movie 
nights and other activities. It will also include space for a 
food, clothing and resource bank to support Vision House 
families.  
     We plan to carry out this mission through programs 
aimed at building self-esteem, personal discipline and voca-
tional skills. We will help the women and children in our 
care to realize their full potential to become productive, re-
sponsible, self-sufficient members of the community. 
     Property has been pur-
chased off Ballinger Way 
and 23rd Avenue NE in 
Shoreline. The property is 
conveniently located near 
grocery shopping and public 
transportation. The design 
and permitting process is 
currently underway, as well 
as a capital campaign to 
raise funds to begin con-
struction. 
      

The Project 

Continued on back 

“The Vision House Children’s Village is 
an extraordinary model for our country."  
Philip Mangano, Executive Director, U.S. 
Interagency Council on Homelessness  

The Vision 



Playground 
Jacob’s Well Service Center 
with housing units above. 

Child Care Center with 
housing units above. 

Thank you to the following individuals who 
cast the vision for this project:  
 

Kurt and Craig Campbell, Campbell Nel-
son Volkswagen and Nissan;  
Jeff Ching, Mercy Seat;  
Tom Clifton, Crossroads Church;  
Dorsey McConnell, Saint Alban’s;  
Bob Sherwood, Lynnwood Nazarene;  
John Small, New Beginnings Church  

Vision House, A Place Called Home 
P.O. Box 2951, Renton, WA  98056 

Phone: 425-228-6356 - Fax: 425-430-9590 
E-mail: info@vision-house.org        

Web site: www.vision-house.org 
Susan Camerer, Executive Director 

Conceptual rendering of Vision House 
Jacob’s Well in Shoreline, modeled after 

successful Vision House program in Renton 

 

 
 
Jim Murphy, Retired, James Murphy Auctions 
 

Colleen Nordlund, Executive Director, CRISTA 
Women’s Ministry. Vision House Board Repre-
sentative 
 

Brian O’Connell, President, REACT Services 
 

Hellen Schmid, Real Estate Agent, Century 21 
 

Paul Schneider, Vice President, US Bank. Vi-
sion House Board Representative 
 

Bob Sherwood, Senior Pastor, Lynnwood Naza-
rene Church 
 

Debbie Smith, Sergeant, Edmonds Police De-
partment 
 

Andrew Skipton, CPA, Logos Bible Software 
 

Gretchen Valentine, Underwriting Counsel, 
LandAmerica Financial Group, Inc. 
 

Marianne Webber, Events Chair 
 

Advisory Committee 

 
Sylvia Anderson, Executive Director of the Everett Gospel 
Mission 
 

Ray Bakke, Executive Director, International Urban Associ-
ates 
 

Dr. Randy Bridges 
 

Larry Cooney, Executive Director, Bread of Life Mission 
 

Gary Fast, Program Director, Union Gospel Mission 
 

Colleen Nordlund, Executive Director, CRISTA Women's 
Ministries  
 

Nancy Murphy, Executive Director, Northwest Family Life 
 

Herb Pfiffner, Executive Director, Union Gospel Mission 
 

Terry Pollard, Executive Director, Bellevue Family YMCA 
 

Ron Ruthruff, New Horizon’s Ministry 

Current Leadership Team  
 

Chair: 
Kurt Campbell, General Manager, Campbell 
Nelson Volkswagen and Nissan 
 

Members: 
Steve Balas, Construction Vice President, 
Sundquist Homes 
 

Craig Campbell, General Manager, Campbell 
Nelson Volkswagen and Nissan 
 

Charles Christian, Senior Pastor, North Seat-
tle Nazarene Church 
 

Nancy Ferguson, Executive Director, Fresh 
Start Ministry 
 

Marlin Gabbert, Architect, Gabbert Architects 
 

Jay Halle, Campbell Nelson Volkswagen and 
Nissan 
 

Gary Kingsbury, Mars Hill Church 
 
Laura Lind, CrossPoint Lynnwood 
 

Rebecca Morton, CrossPoint Greenlake  
 
 
 

Project Partners 
Churches 

Berean Bible Church 
Church of the Good Shepherd 
CrossPoint Greenlake Church 
CrossPoint Lynnwood Church 
Crossroads Assembly of God 
Eastside Foursquare Church 
Faith Community Church 
Greenwood Christian Church 
Lynnwood Church of the Nazarene 
Mars Hill Church 
Marysville Church of the Nazarene 
New Beginnings Church 
North Seattle Church of the Nazarene 
Richmond Beach Congregational 
St. Albans Episcopal Church 
Westgate Chapel 
Woodinville Alliance Church 

Foundations 

Employees Community Fund of Boeing 
Mustard Seed Foundation 
Natan Foundation 
Washington Mutual Foundation  
Windermere Foundation 

Businesses  

Campbell Nelson Volkswagen and Nissan 
Sundquist Homes 
Gabbert Architect Planners 
Weinand Financial 
James G. Murphy Co. 
Land America 
Lithocraft 
Microsoft Matching Gifts 
Crista Broadcasting/Spirit 105.3 
Intuitive Integration 
Pearson Venture Group 
Village Yarn and Tea Shop 
Destination Marketing 
Coast Real Estate Service 
Wilcox Construction 
S.L. Larsen Construction  


